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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Fluoridation of Queensland Water Supply

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The State’s fluoridation roll-out is moving ahead apace.  The initial stage of the state-wide program is an audit of water treatment plants which is being carried out by an alliance of Sunwater and LGIS.  The purpose of the audit is to better understand the capacity and capital needs to fluoridate Queensland communities.  The results will be used to develop the program with respect to the types of capital required and best time frames for each area.  Qld Health dispatched a letter to all councils explaining this audit this week.

Aligning with the national framework for oral health, the Queensland program is focusing on infrastructure that services 1000 or more.  As described in the original press releases (and previous e-flashes) fluoridation is being rolled out first in SEQ and then regionally across the State.  However the audit and all planning are examining the State as a whole.

qldwater has been invited to join the State Fluoridation Technical Committee and has attended two meetings to represent our members.  The general direction of the program to date is well planned despite being very rapid and there is good recognition of the diversity of needs of regional Queensland.  This diversity will be better understood following the audit and qldwater encourages all councils to participate as fully as possible in the audit.  The qldwater Technical Reference Groups subcommittee on fluoridation will be meeting within the next two weeks.  If you have any issues you wish to be raised on qldwater’s industry committee or on the  state committee, please email rfearon@qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Demand Management Exemplars

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As you will be aware the State Government is preparing a Demand Management strategy for Queensland.   Qldwater has been involved in this process to represent our members and ensure that the strategy is fit for purpose and takes into account variability and water supply across the state.

An important part of this process is identifying and acknowledging  best practice examples of demand management in Local Governments, both inside SEQ and in regional Queensland.  We are currently working with Natural Resources and Water to identify some case studies for inclusion in the demand management strategy – these exemplars will also be used in the qldwater highlighted council of the month webpage.  If you would like to nominate your council or community group for inclusion please contact Rob Fearon rfearon@qldwater.com.au or Heather Gold hgold@qldwater.com.au. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Building over Water Infrastructure Mini-Survey

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Reminder – The BOWI mini-survey was sent out to qldwater primary member contacts last week.  Thanks to the councils who have already completed and returned the survey to us. Due to members requests, the survey deadline has now been extended to Wednesday 5 March. The survey will be resent today to our primary members, the one page survey should take approximately 3 -8 minutes to complete, and we would appreciate any input from the survey.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. Funding Opportunities for Local Government Water Service Providers and their Communities
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Qldwater has created a table providing a summary of funding opportunities available to local government Water Service Providers (WSPs) and their communities.  This table is now available on the members area of the qldwater website. 

The scope of the funding programs has been limited to those relating to the provision of water and sewage services (e.g. for infrastructure, research and development, education and awareness, collaborations and partnerships) and water consumption. 

Most are available to local governments alone or in partnership with other sectors of the community. Others are available to sectors of the community excluding local governments, but have flow-on benefits to WSPs in the form of reducing or improving water consumption and so have been included here with the hope WSPs will raise awareness of these programs to potential applicants. In a few cases, there has been no commitment (to date) by the funding provider to continue to fund the program, but to provide WSPs with the greatest range of funding opportunities they have been included here if there is some chance the program will continue. 

qldwater factsheets providing the most critical information for potential applicants have been prepared for some of the most relevant funding programs, and links to further information are provided for all programs.

Full funding information including this table can be found at in the members area of www.qldwater.com.au under funding sources or at http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=108. You will need to login to access this information.  Please email enquiry@qldwater.com.au for lost password information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5. Qldwater Workstation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
To assist our qldwater members, we have reserved a workstation for your use at qldwater headquarters in Local Government House at Newstead. Water industry workers from all our member councils are welcome to use this workstation any time they are visiting Brisbane.  We will provide free access to the internet, fax and limited photocopying facilities as well as tea and coffee.

If you wish to take advantage of this workstation please contact Heather Gold on 3000 2279 to reserve this workspace.

For further information or to provide comments contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au) or Heather Gold (hgold@qldwater.com.au) on 

3252 4701.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
